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PREFACE.

L’AcapiE of the French, in North America,
was understood to comprehend Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and part of Canada; it has
been adopted as the title of this Work, as in the
American “ Acadia” were made the surveys and
explorations, in which the author assisted, for
the proposed Great Military Road to connect
the British North American provinces.

The present record of experiences, during
seven years’ service, will, it is to be hoped, be
found to contain information which may tend to
the advancement of Her Majesty’s service in the
Colonies, describe new fields for systematic colo-
nization, and also furnish subjects of varied
interest for the general reader.

Having contributed one or two articles on
military matters to the United Service Maga-
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zine, the Author has incorporated them with
the present narrative, which he compiled during
the leisure of a long Canadian winter, and
which was terminated by some very remarkable
occurrences.

SoreL, CANADA,
Marcr, 1849.
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L’ACADIE.

CHAPTER 1. ®

Sail for America in a Transport—Life on board—Ice-
bergs—Fish on the banks—A narrow escape—Dan.
ger of intoxication at sea—A ship badly found—A
magnificent Aurora Borealis—Enter the great river,
St. Lawrence—Nearly run on the rocks—Pass
Quebec and Montreal—Steam up the Ottawa—
Reach Kingstown by the Rideau Canal—The first
session of the United Canadas.

TowaRDSs the end of April, 1841, the tran-
sport ‘ Albion,” Captain Smith, sailed from the
Cove of Cork, carrying detachments of H.M.’s
14th, 23rd, and 68th Regiments, destined
for Canada. Major Holmes, 23rd, was the
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2 L’ACADIE,

senior officer, Captaig G. Douglas, 14th, second
in command, and there, were fourteen other
officers, three ladies, _ah'd Jpme children on
board.

We were very closely stowed at meals, and
had hardly space to lift the hand to the mouth.
At night my place of repose was a berth in
_ the steward’s store-room, above hams, cheese,
firkins of butter, and °grey-beards’ of rum;
so that if 1 had had a mind for a private

nocturnal debauch, I might have merely ex- -

tended my hand, helped myself, and no one the
iser.

For the greater portion of the passage across
the Atlantic,- we had strong easterly breezes,
and rolling seas. When the water was at all
smooth, a ‘Iit_tle' Irish fiddler, John Buckley,
whom I’ had pegsuaded to accompany me on
thé promise ‘of good treatment and his passage
paid, brought up his instrument, and with the
addition of a tambourine and triangle, formed a
band sufficiently good for dancing. A -case of
mine contained foils, single-sticks, and boxing-

gfoves; these, with the games of sling the -

monkey, shuffle-board, &¢., assisted digestion,
and dispelled ennut among officers and men.

-é



L’ACADIE. : 3

In 45° N. latitude, and 47° W. longitude,
we got into the region of icebergs. The first

of these magnificent objects appeared on our’

starboard-bow, like a large church with a steeple
at one end; a pure white haze rested on it.
As the ship neared it, its appearance changed
into a cone, then into a steep, blueish hill, with
the sea breaking over it to the height of about

eighty feet. 'The iceberg chilled us as we

passed, and it stood away slowly and majesti-
cally to the south, to be there dissolved in the
tepid waters of the Gulf of Mexico.

We spoke an American vessel, the ¢ Ocean,’
of Baltimore, and on asking if there were any
news of the missing ¢ President’ steam-ship,
-the Captain thought we alluded to the President
of the United Stateg and told us that President
Harrison was dead. On the 12th of May we
had a storm, and were rolling heavily under
close-reefed topsails.  After this, the weather
moderated, and enabled us to fish for cod on
the banks of Newfoundland, in forty fathoms
of water. Major Holmes was the most per-
severing and successful fishermian, having
hooked, among other prizes, a cod eighty-two
pounds weight ; after this he felt a still greater

B 2
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4 L’ACADIE. ' .

weight at his line, and thinking that his hook
had got fixed in the bottom of the ship he -
slackened the line, then pulled to the surface
an immense fish, a halibut, witich was brought
on board by a rope, dexterously thrown round
its tail by Lieutenant Quvrey, 68th; thé fish
was weighed in junks, and found to be one
hundred and fifty-six pounds. This is begin-
ning very well with a “fish story,” butitis a
fact notwithstanding. '

On entering the Gulf of St. Lawrence, on
the 13th of May, we had a narrow escape,
- at night, from destruction. Some of the officers
who had not * turned in,” were amusing them-
selves with cards below, I was walking the .
deck, at half-past 11 p.m., for half an hour,
with the Mate of the watch, as was my custom
before going to sleep; it began to feel chilly,
and the soldiers on watch were stamping their
feet in the waist, and disturbing the sleepers
below. I sent them down the main-hatch
ladder, to remain at the bottom of it in case
of being required to.trim sails. A clear view
was thus accidentally got forward. I said to
the Mate, “ We must be near ice by the feel
of the air.” He replied, “No; we are long
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past it.” However, he suddenly sprang for-
~ward® I looked after him, and saw in the sea,’
across the bows, a line of fire, as it were, or
breakers right ashead. Those on the look out
“had made no sign;”’ the Mate called out
“ Port'!” the helmsman madé no answer, I ran
to him, he was nodding over the wheel; I
shouted in his ear, “ Hard a-port!” presently an
immense iceberg was seen close aboard of us.
The ship was edged off just in time; the Cap-
tain came out in his shirt, hearing a rush on
deck, -and the card-players also appeared. We
were in the lee of the berg, the Captain looked
. up and cried, “ We’re all aback!” However,
. the head sails filled gradually, the sea hissed
and roared on the side of the iceberg, to which
for some time we seemed to hang; atgast it
slowly passed astern, like a mountain of ground-
glass on the dark sea. We breathed freely
again, and were all, I believe, very thankful
for our merciful deliverance.

Captain Smith was a good, honest man, and
a careful navigator, as far as his means would
allow; but one of his Mates was a drunkard,
and in that case, of course, there is a great
risk and anxiety. From long experience of the
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sea, I am convinced that half the wrecks arise
from this cause—drunkenness; and I think
that a passenger should not hesitate to report
at once to the owners, if he remark any symp-
tom of it among the officers of the ship he has
salled in. A naval Captain I knew, always
regretted not having brought to trial a young
officer he had found half drunk and asleep on
his watch. The young man embarked after-
wards in another ship of war, which was lost,
with all on board, in a distant sea; the image
of this ill-fated vessel, taken aback perhaps in a
squall, with the drunkard in charge of the
deck, used to haunt the too lenient Commander
to the day of his death.

There is often great recklessness in running
throygh ice on the Atlantic voyage. I asked
one Captain if he shortened sail at night when
he knew he was near ice, ‘‘ No,” said he, “fqg .
if I did, other ships might make a shorter fun™
than I did. I have had some escapes, 0%
continued he; ‘it came on to blow hard «t-¥ext
o’clock one night, we were close-reefed ’till five
in the morning, and when I came on detk to
look out, I saw we had passed through eleven
icebergs, which were all in the ship’s wa.k%)if;l" "
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The ¢ Albion’ was badly found in boats, only
one could float, and that only held half-a-dozen..
There was neither sextant, barometer, .nor life-
buoy on board; for which deficiencies and
‘others, the owners were much to blame. The
end was, that she was wrecked in the British
Channel, and all perished, save a cabin-boy.
Great improvements have been made of late
in the Transport system, and there is discipline
and security .in troop and freight ships,
though there is sometimes a lack of accommo-
dation.

On the night of the 21st of May we had
a most magnificent Aurora Borealis in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence; one of those grand
displays of the God of Nature, by which the
inhabitants of the frozen regions are prgbably
compensated, in part, for the absence of ter-'
restrial beauties, during their long and dreary
winter. On the present occasion the ship and

- sea were in shadow; the crimson horizon, re-
flected in' the water, passed off above into a
rich blue, on the surface of which, high up
in the heavens, and ascending and descending,
waving and scintillating, were dggp fringes or
curtains of silver ; and it was delightful to walk-

ra
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on the deck by the light of the Aurora, and
to watch its restless gleaming, when all was
tranquil around us.

We had a very good run through the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, and when we got within the
mouth of the great river, a large whale came
along side to look at us, and sea-birds floated
past us, sitting contentedly in rows on logs
of wood. On the 23rd of May, the Pilot,
a French Canadian, came on board, and brought
bad luck with him, for we were becalmed
off Mount Camille for three or four days.

I commanded the Parade on the Queen’s
birth-day, when we fired three rounds, and gave
three British cheers, to the astonishment of a
shipfull of emigrants near us. This vessel had
suﬂ'ereq in a gale, having lost its fore and mizen
top-gallant masts; this was nothing to what
had just befallen another emigrant ship, as the
_ Pilot reported : it had struck and capsized near
where we were, and only one boat-load of
people was saved,—two hundred souls having
miserably perished.

A few of us persuaded the Captain to lower
the only boatgphat would float, and we landed

at a small house of entertainment on the north
. *
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shore, kept by a Mrs. Cookson. Here we ran
about, delighted, after one month’s voyage, with
the land, the woods, and the opening spring.
‘We got some milk and dandelions, the salad
of the country, but which last our friends on
board declined to touch.

On the 26th we ‘“missed stays,” in tacking
off the west point of the island of Orleans.
One of the passengers, pale with alarm, ran to
the ladies, and said, “ There’s no danger, but
we’ll be on the rocks in two minutes!” And
sure enough the stern of the ‘Albion’ nearly
scraped them ; however, an anchor suddenly let
go, saved us.

We “ brought up,” soon after, under the
walls 6f the old city of Quebec, at which we
were ndt allowed to land. A large stepmer,
the ‘ Queen,’ soon came alongside, and we were
hurried on board her, nothing idathe to ex-
change her roomy accommodation for our
crowded ship. We steamed. up the river, and,
going on shore at, Sorel; two’ or three of us
were left belind, ghile? "admiring too long the
beauties of nw‘b}m by desperate rowing in
a small boat, - ifhie ¢ Queen’ willting for us,
we rejoined our comrades,

B3
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At Montreal there was a great scramble i
geparating the military baggage from that of
some emigrants, and sundry cloaks and boxes
of the officers were no more seen. We were
pushed on again in barges to Lachine, by
direction of Colonel the Hon. C. Gore, Deputy
Quarter-Master General, where we had a day’s
breathing, and took the opportunity to visit
Coghnawaga, the Indian settlement opposite.
It was Sunday afternoon, and “the brown-
skins” were dressed in their best, their round
hats gay with ribbons, and their blue or blanket
tunics and moccasins worked with beads, dyed
_porcupine quills, &c. These Indians had on
the late insurrection gallantly turned out, and
fought the American patriots, or * Sym-
pathisers,” who tried to surprize them
in church, and they took many of them
prisoners. ¥

We proceeded up the Ottawa, that splendid
tributary of the St. Lawrence, and whose fertile
banks afford the brightest prospect for the
settler. 'We stemmed the St. Anne’s rapids,
celebrated in song ; -passed the Lake of the
Two Mour®ins, where a constituency of five
hundred at a recent election was found to
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contain only two who could read and write,
viz : the Priest and the Notary ; passed through
the lock at Carillon, and reached Granville by
coaches, over a frightfully bad road. We had
no better accommodation than the floor, at
Granville; but that is a trifle in soldiering, if
the boards are tolerably clean.

Next day we continued our progress up the
Ottawa to Bytown, and at night passed close
to the white curtain of the Rideau Fall. We
tarried next day at Bytown, on its height com-
manding pleasant views of the Ottawa, the
Rideau River, and the Chaudiere Falls, tum-
bling into their yeasty abyss. I made my men
wash their bodies in the evening and refresh
themselves, the weather being warm, and when
sending them some supplies from a baker’s
shop, a smaf§ young Sergeant, Campbell by
name, who had mounted the baker’s cart, was

b’-ﬁh“ﬁ', had his leg broken, and never got
over the accident, poor man.

In the beginning of June, we embarked in
the small steamer, ¢ Otter,” towing barges con-
taining the men of the detachment of the 14th
Regiment, and began the navigation of the
Ridia_u_.'Caual, which connects—by a series of

e . e
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locks and dams, of most expensive workman-
ship (and which cost upwards of a million)—
the waters of the Ottawa with those of Lake
Ontario, and thus avoiding the United States
frontier.

We found the Rideau a hot ditch at this
season, and beginning to be infested with mus-
quetoes ; there was no casing to the hot funnel
of the steamer, which also added to our dis-
comfort. It was painful to witness the
hundreds of acres, which had unavoidably been
drowned by reason of the dams, and to see the
dead trees of the forest standing, with their
grey trunks and leafless boughs, like ghosts in
the water. Sometimes we navigated lakes, and
in the evening had an opportunity of fishing for
bass, or paddling in a canoe ; “a trick” I first
acquired among the Burmans of the Irrawaddy.

On the 7th of June we reached Kingston, on
Lake Ontario, consisting of straight streets of
stone, brick and wooden houses, with a long
wooden bridge on stone piers, over the Cata-
raqui River; at a short distance from which,
on an eminence, is Fort Henry, commanding
the dock-yard below, and the town beyond it.
The 24th Regiment occupied the barracks, in
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town; but were soon relieved by our head-
quarter companies from the West Indies. I
was marched up with two companies to occupy
Fort Henry. . .

~ About this time the first parliament of United
Canada was opened at Kingston ; on which occa-
sion, so important in the history of this great
colony, I was present. Lord Sydenham, tall,
thin, and gentlemanlike ; arrayed in the blue
and silver dress of a civil Governor-General ;
seated on a chair of State, and wearing a
plumed cocked hat, read an excellent speech,
some of the topics of which were, that the
British Government had granted a million and
a half sterling for public improvements in
Canada, and that great attention would now be
given to education, to roads and bridges, the
post office; and that the detention of MacLeod
by the Americans, on a false charge of murder
of American citizens, when the steamer * Caro-
line’ was cut out and fired, would be no longer
tolerated by the British Government.

It will be recollected that the ¢Caroline’ had
been employed by the rebels and sympathisers
who had taken post at Navy Island, close to the
Falls of Niagara, to convey supplies to them ;
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and that Captain Drew, R.N., acting under the
directions of Colonel Macnab (now Sir Allan),
had gallantly cut out the steamer from
Schlosser, and setting it on fire, had sent it
adrift over the great cataract.
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CHAPTER II

Colonel Everard—Author’s post at Point Frederick—
Practice of athletic exercises—Lord Sydenham—
Dinner at Government House—The old trapper—A
dangerous squall on the Lake of the Thousand
Islands—A Regatta —Races — General Clitherow—
Aquatic sports—Indian modes of discovering the
drowned—aAthletic games.

CoLonNEL Everarp, C.B., K.H., command-
ing the 14th Regiment, an officer distinguished
by his gallantry in South America, in the
Peninsula, and in India, gave me the Light
Company of the regiment, and after a month of
Fort Henry, I marched down and took charge,
with my company, of the stockaded block-house
at Point Frederick, which projects into the
clear waters of Lake Ontario.

I was in charge of this post about a year,

B
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and spent a very agreeable time there. The
Paymaster, Captain Wood, occupied with his
family one of the quarters at the Point, and I
occupied the other with my family.

Besides the usual drills, and after a school
" had been established for the men and the
children of the company, an object of primary
importance, I was anxious to practise the
former in all manly exercises: I considered it
my duty to do so, and besides, it was a great
pleasure. I got a boat for them to practise
rowing, and to teach them to swim; this last
was done by means of a pole, rigged horizontally
from the stern of the boat, a rope ran through
a ring at the far end of the pole, a girth at one
end of the rope went round the learner’s chest,
and the other end was held by a man in the
boat, who instructed the swimmer, whilst a
rower pulled gently to and fro. The boat also
enabled the men to amuse themselves with
fishing, and to improve their mess. In the
small field at the Point we had cricket and
quoits, a pole with a swivel at the top, and
ropes depending from it, to perform what in
gymnastics are called “the giant’s steps.” We
had also leaping bars, and at a gable a fives’
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court, with wings, was constructed by means of

a wall of boards, which cost only a couple of
pounds, whilst the men paved the court with
flags from the neighbouring Cataragin River. Ay
Summer and winter this cheap fives’ court (a*™
similar one might be put up anywhere) afforded
the men health and exercise.

If no trouble is taken with soldiers to find
them (after their drills and when off duty) the
means of innocent recreation, and what will at
the same time develop their physical powers,
they will lounge about idly, or will probably
consume their precious hours in smoking and
drinking to kill the time. Soldiers should be
“strong for fighting,” active and cheerful ;
these desiderata cannot be effected by mere
“ pipe-clay,” by brass polishing, and producing
shining pouches. Of course a soldier should
be smart and clean, and should turn out perfect
according to regulation ; at the same time, flank
companies especially, (as well as battalion com-
panies), should be able and willing to run, jump,
climb, and swim ; in short, they should at all
times be in good wind, and have the free use
of their limbs, and the officers should en-
courage the men in all this—not force them to
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engage in gymnastics, but put the means for
practice within their reach. Thus good service
for Her Majesty may be expected to be the
result.

With a light four-wheeled chaise and a good
horse for land excursions, and a skiff for the
Lake, we had the means of locomotion and
taking our pleasure of an afternoon, either by
driving through the woods, or rowing or
paddling among the islands.

The seat of the Government of United
Canada was at this time at Kingston. Lord
Sydenham lived there, at Alwington House, the
grounds of which sloped down to the waters
of Ontario; it was a charming situation, and
cheerful, the Lake and the passing vessels gave
life to the scene.

Having an introduction to His Excellency, I
dined with him some time after my arrival.
He was at this time about forty-two years of
age, and had suffered much at various times
from gout. There were no ladies at dinner,
which, to the surprise of some of the company,
was served in the French style, that is, we saw
nothing to eat at first, save the desert, inter-
spersed with bouquets of flowers in vases.



L’ACADIE. 19

Soup, and more substantial fare were, however,
soon supplied from the sideboards.

Lord Sydenham was well known to be one of
the most zealous public officers who ever ap-
peared in Canada; he was constantly thinking
of his duties, and working for the country
entrusted to his charge ; even at dinner he did
not relax, but during the whole time of the
meal he was discussing business matters with,
and acquiring information from the Honorable
Chief Justice Robinson, the enlightened head
of the bar of Canada West. His Lordship
addressed no conversation to any one else at
table, and after dinner, when the guests ad-
journed to the drawing-room, he sat on a sofa,
again apparently engaged in public affairs with
an MP.P. from Canada East, and using freely
his snuff-box all the while.

Lord Sydenham had clever heads about him ;
Mr. Murdoch, Chief Secretary; Major Camp-
bell, 7th Hussars, Military Secretary ; Mr. Grey,
Private Secretary, &c.

At a subsequent interview with his Lordship,
he kindly said he would look out, and try and
find me some employment, such as I might like,
and that he knew where to apply if particular
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services offered, such as exploring for new
settlements, &c.; at the same time, he said
his instructions were to fill up almost all
offices with the people of the country, or I
suppose with those who intend to make it their
home.

About this time, an old trapper, MacConnel
by name, came to my post, and resided there
some time. I was greatly pleased with the old
man ; he had much shrewd sense, had lived for
eighteen years with a tribe of Indians, and knew
their mode of taking game, and of curing
diseases. I made several excursions with
him ; one of these nearly terminated fatally.

I bad rowed over to Long Island with Lady
Alexander in our skiff; three officers accom-
panied us, with the trapper and my servant in
two other boats; we fished in a sheltered bay,
and wandered in the woods, which consisted of
oak, maple, elm, beech, and cedar. Beneath
the trees we found occasional plants of the
mandrake and spikenard, and we. gathered
raspberries.  After our refection, we practised
with the rifle. The heat became oppressive,
and as the clouds were gathering, I made haste
to launch our small vessel, and return home
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before the anticipated storm should burst on us;
the rest delayed.

Half-way across the head of the Lake of the
Thousand Isles had been accomplished with
oars and paddle, when suddenly the water as
far as we could see, became quite black from
the reflection of the thunder-clouds; at a
distance we saw schooners heeling over and
letting their white sails fly, then a rush and
roar of winds and waves were heard, accom-
panied with vivid lightning and angry peals of
thunder ; the surface of the lake became white
as snow from the driving spray, and large
waves, rising in quick succession around us,
threatened to engulf us. I told Lady Alexander
to throw down the steering-paddle, and to hold
on by the gunwales in the stern of the skiff.
The rain all the while poured on us in torrents,
and the skiff was half full of water though we
shipped no seas. My attention was directed to
rowing carefully, so as to avoid the crests of the
waves ‘coming on board, as we drove down
before the blast and edged towards the shore for
shelter. At length, we managed to get under
the lee of an island, and after some delay we
pulled up to Point Frederick again. After we
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were safe and were changing our drenched
clothes, the old trapper came into the post
with my man Gillon, the latter crying bitterly
and telling the men that we were drowned in
the lake. We certainly had been very near it.

Our nearest neighbours at Point Frederick
were Captain Sandom, R.N., the Commodore
of the Lakes; Captain Ballingall, commanding
the Royal Marines, both distinguished in the
service of their country; also other officers
. connected with the service on the lakes, who
lived in the dockyard adjacent. We expe-
rienced much hospitality and attention from
these gentlemen.

On the 5th of August there was a regatta
off the Point, of which the Commodore was
patron. There was a stiff gale blowing, and
some of the boats of the Royal Navy, in keenly
contesting, carried on sail too long, and were
upset and dismasted, but no lives were lost. A
strange-looking scow from Long Island, with
its flat floor, carried everything before it in
sailing, also the shert and quick strokes of a
Long Island row-boat beat everything entered
and contending for the prize with the oar.

The next public amusements were the
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Kingston races, and a ball, at which last an
American millionaire from Boston attended.
She was dressed in the style of Taglioni, with
deep black flounces when she performs the
Cachoucha.

General Clitherow, commanding the troops
in Canada West, had occasional brigade days
at Kingston; which, as well as encamping,
cannot be too much practised by soldiers. The
art of war cannot be taught by merely in-
specting companies and marching round the
drill-field. Neither officers nor men can have
their wits about them on service, unless the
usual routine, as practised by a single regiment
in quarters, is diversified; and the various
arms, cavalry, infantry and artillery, are brought
together and act conjointly, as in the presence of
an enemy.

At Kingston we could get up a very respect-
able sham fight, having in garrison some of
the King’s Dragoon Guards, head-quarters,
14th Regiment, part of the 43rd Light
Infantry, and Royal and Volunteer Artillery.
The General displayed a great deal of laudable
zeal in frequently exercising the troops in
brigade ; but those officers who may be
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naturally indolent, say that brigade days make
the men unsteady, that is, that they do not
then preserve exact dressing, &c. It is pre-
sumed that fighting, the object and end of all
drilling, has also the same unfortunate effect.

Above and below Kingston there are good
fishing-grounds; at the islands called ¢ the
Brothers’ and at ¢ the Spectacles.” It was
delightful to row to the wooded islands with
two or three boats in company, to set a gill-net
across a small bay, and then fish for bass with
the line over a shoal. When it was time to
dine under the shade of the trees, the gill-net
would be drawn, and large pike, &c., would
probably be found entangled in it. Potatoes,
boiled on the spot, and small pieces of meat
spitted on forked sticks, and roasted over the
ashes, making what are called at the Cape of
Good Hope carbonatjies, would complete our
aquatic pic-nic. When it terminated, with tea
and a song in the evening, at the hospitable
country-house of Major Logie, overlooking the
Lake of the Thousand Isles, it was perfect.

One evening, Corporal Issett, of the Light
Company, who had been out fishing- in the
company’s boat, reported to me that he had
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seen, at dusk, below Cedar Island, a woman
standing on a rock up to her knees in water,
and holding on by a skiff ; he went to her, and
saved her, and she was brought to my post.
This was a Mrs. Lavery, of Kingston Mills. It
appeared that she and her husband, a stout
man of thirty years of age and six feet high,
had gone on a visit to an uncle of hers on Wolf
Island, twelve miles below; before they re-
turned he had taken something to drink, (mis-
fortunes from this source are truly of daily and
of hourly occurrence), they hoisted a sail on the
skiff, it came on to blow, he got up to lower
the sail, lost his balance, and fell out of the
boat. He had on a flushing coat and stout
boots ; unable to swim, he rose to the surface
struggling, and called out to his wife ¢ quick,
quick, save me! She, unused to the paddle,
could not help him; he disappeared, and she
was driven on the rock where the corporal
found her.

T had two parties out dragging all next day
about the spot where Lavery was last seen, but
without success ; on the second day the trapper,
MacConnell, went down and watched the pro-
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handkerchiefs, &c., also a pint of beer to each
competitor. '

The games commenced with a boat race
round Cedar Island, then followed foot races,
and in an enclosed ring there were leaping,
Wrestling, sparring, throwing shot, single-
stick, and ending with a wheel-barrow race
blindfolded, which, as well as a jumping race in
s$acks, afforded great amusement.

The judges were non-commissioned officers,
everything was conducted in perfe